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Minutes 

 

Wednesday 21-10-2015 

 

- Opening and welcome 

The meeting was opened by the general director of IO-PAN Janusz Pempkoviak, the local 

organiser Jan Marcin Weslawski, and the MARS president Herman Hummel. 

 

- EMBOS, the European Marine Biological Observatory System 

A presentation on the history and actions of EMBOS was given by Christos Arvanitidis. 

Christos argues that EMBOS should be continued as being at present the sole large-scale 

marine coastal observatory network in Europe, and that it would be important to implement 

EMBOS in the MARS network. Some results on the biodiversity observations were presented 

showing divers latitudinal gradients. Alf Norkko comments that it would be good to be 

careful on the relation of species diversity related to latitude, because also longitude and 

environmental factors might play a role. Anastassios Eleftheriou comments that meiofauna 

diversity might not have such a similar relation to latitude. 

 

- Changes in the programming of marine sciences in the EC: Marine stations under threat? 

Herman Hummel presented an overview on changes in the programming of marine sciences 

in the EC during the last 2 decades. Nowadays a stronger focus is put on the economical aims 

of research, not on the research as such. In this way marine stations become an elongation 

of policymakers. It is not a bad idea to become an elongation of policymakers, but not 

exclusively. Marine stations have to keep their own expertise in order to be able to deliver 

new policy relevant research for the future. Thorolf Magnesen explains that in Norway there 

are 25 stations, which is thought to be too much, and maybe they should be reduced to 5. In 

France and Italy there are also a lot of marine stations. Yet, in France they are mostly run by 

regional governments, and a lot of applied research is already adopted. In Italy the situation 

is very fragmented - there is no problem in the amount of marine stations as such, but in 

conquering the fragmentation. Matthias Obst argues that for an observation network it 

would make sense to look at the geographical distribution, not at the amount of stations. 

The main question is what do we have a marine station for; if different subjects are studied 

at these stations then there may be the need for a range of different stations. 

 

- The link between fundamental marine sciences and applied marine biotechnology 

Adrianna Ianora showed the link between fundamental and applied marine biotechnology. 

There is a 100 fold higher chance of finding a marine active compound then finding a 

terrestrial based active compound. Within the next years there is going to be a rise in marine 

based pharmaceuticals on the market. One of the main questions posed by Adrianna is how 

can marine stations contribute to blue growth, while doing fundamental research? Johan 



Wikner asks why a marine station is important for this research. Answer is that they offer 

ease of access, and the knowledge on finding these species. Marine stations are much less 

costly than big oceanographic expeditions, and they are already there. All marine stations 

should have a register of diversity at marine stations. Through such an inventory we could 

make companies aware of the importance of marine stations. Thorolf Magnesen asks if there 

is no conflict between intellectual property and open access when dealing with 

(pharmaceutical) industry, since they will not (allow to) publish something, unless there is a 

patent. What can MARS do to facilitate this kind of science? Industry will only join if they can 

get funds or clear profits. Europe with the Horizon 2020 is forcing SME's and institutions to 

interact. We should therefore as MARS stations be better known to the outside world, e.g. 

through advertising the inventories of species present at marine stations.  

 

- Ocean Past Platform (OPP) 

The Cost Action Ocean Past Platform was introduced by Carlotta Mazzoldi. MARS will try to 

join this action, for it will be beneficial to also enhance the importance of the World Atlas on 

Marine Stations coordinated by MARS. 

 

- Members and finances 

The positive development of the numbers of members and finances of MARS was illustrated 

by Herman Hummel. 

 

- Discussion on the critical mass and representativeness of marine stations to influence 

policy and politics 

Climatologists and astronomers can explain why basic physics is needed, biologists have a 

problem to do this, how come? Partly this can be explained by a lack of an unreachable 

mystery as the astronomers can use. Partly the problem is in the translation of our research 

on marine life to ordinary people. We have to find somebody that will advocate for us. We 

thus should better contribute to society what we as marine biologists can offer. We need to 

involve more citizens into marine biology. There may be a need for citizen science, but this is 

also a potential threat (if citizens can do the job, why then to ask scientists). The problem of 

marine biology may lie in the scale of the picture, if we focus on the European scale, it may 

be more attractive to the public at large. Adrianna suggest on a survey on European level, 

of what all marine stations can offer (the public).  

Moreover, we should speak on the educational level of the politician and public, so they can 

understand what we are trying to say. We should create a sexy image of marine biology. 

Also, education is an important feature to put marine biology in people's heads. Educating 

the public is the same as educating politicians, because the public elects the politicians. It 

might be a good idea to cause social pressure regularly to get politicians to react. As 8 of the 

present MARS members have an educational department, MARS could make an educational 

program.  

MARS should try to make a movie. Outreach is very important. We should keep stressing 

that applied research and fundamental science go hand in hand. 

 

- Integrating Activities for Advanced Communities 



An overview was given of the coming call on Infrastructures. An infrastructure is not a 

regular research project, it is an object. One of the topics will be “Marien Biological 

Stations”. The MARS member stations could be perfect objects to be in an infrastructure, as 

they do give access to unique facilities, to long-term observational data sets and to resources 

from the field. It is agreed upon to write a joint proposal with EMBRC.  

 

 

Thursday 22-10-2015 

 

- Welcome by the general director Natalia Gorska of the Institute of Oceanography of the 

University of Gdansk, and the Vice Director Iwona Pawliczka of Hel Marine station.  

 

- The success of Hel Marine Station - an example of global dimension.  

The success story of Hel Marine Station was outlined by Iwona Pawliczka. Outreach is very 

important for Marine Stations; public education, school education and professional 

education, is all done from Hel Marine Station. There are 2 fulltime persons involved in the 

education of school children. The success of Hel marine station lies in the connection to the 

public at large. First the public was engaged, and because of votes the politicians follow. 

Third step is the stakeholders that follow. 

 

- The importance of the MSFD at national and European level 

A presentation was given by Herman Hummel on the importance of the MSFD (Marine 

Strategy Framework Directive) for marine stations. The descriptors of GES (good 

environmental status) are described by the EU. Descriptors of the GES are an opportunity for 

marine stations, we can respond to the challenges derived from the MSFD. Christos 

Arvanitidis comments that towards the EU there may be a lobby for an amount of indicators 

as small as possible, because this is much cheaper. It may be the same indicators as the 

water framework directive (WFD). The conclusion is drawn that this will not work, since 

national interest may interfere and moreover WFD indicators may not be covering the needs 

for the MSFD. MARS stations may stress the importance of long term series as these are 

important for basing the descriptors of GES upon. 

 

- A global marine biological observatory network enabled by WAMS 

Matthias Obst presented an overview of global marine biological observatory networks. Data 

should be consistently produced and harmonised. MARS could be a hub for an observatory 

system. It is important to stop competition between research vessels, buoys and cabled 

arrays and marine labs. Marine labs should offer the service to buoys and vessels to survive 

in the future, and maintain their importance. 

 

- Long-term sustained observations 

The plenary discussions were initiated with a presentation on long term sustained 

observations by Herman Hummel. We need long term data in order to facilitate managers 

and policymakers, and to give advice on e.g. non-native species. There may be a call in 

Horizon 2020 for worldwide cooperation (Christos Arvanitidis will look into this).  



Matt Frost asks about the purpose of WAMS. Herman explains that when all separate 

continental networks (i.e. JAMBIO, NAML, MARS, etc.) join forces, this would facilitate 

further harmonisation of tools and methods, would increase our visibility, and thereby our 

cooperation in scientific research programs. Jan Marcin Weslawski explains about 

commercial marine stations being a potential threat, because these stations only offer 

infrastructures and not the knowledge present at a normal marine station. There are 

examples of commercial marine stations, that threaten existing marine stations, although 

commercial activities and fundamental research at marine stations can also go hand by 

hand. 

 

Friday 23-10-2015 

 

- World Atlas on Marine Stations 

The progress on the preparations and composition of the World Atlas on Marine Stations 

was presented by Christiaan Hummel. In the next phase mailings with examples of the 

booklet will be spread in order to make station directors enthusiastic on filling in the 

questionnaire. 

 

- Presentation on ARMS 

A presentation on ARMS prepared by Mike Thorndyke was given by Matt Frost. Christos 

Arvanitidis points out that there is a selection on certain species because of the use of PVC, 

because not all organisms can attach to PVC. Also sequencing leaves out certain species if 

the species is not in Genebank, and then the classical method of determination is also 

needed. Matt Frost and Alf Norkko ask who own the data and who analyse the data – is this 

done by a central lab, and do they have then the IPR? Bernie Degnan explains that for some 

invertebrates it is not possible or difficult to extract DNA. Also he suggests to use 

undergraduate students for such a project.  

Mike Thorndyke can be the person between ARMS and WAMS. Yet, we should rethink this 

idea for there seem to be problems with the setup (e.g. the iron sticks for fixation of the 

ARMS device can be neatly used in coral reefs, yet not on the hard rocky substrates in 

Europe) , if it was to be used by all MARS members. We have to ask Mike Thorndyke on 

more information. A taskforce was formed to look into how we can solve the problems we 

have in Europe. The members of this taskforce will be Alf Norkko, Matt Frost, Christos 

Arvanitidis, Bernie Degnan, and tentatively Kazuo Inaba. Matt Frost will coordinate the 

taskforce. 

 

- World Harbour Project 

The World Harbour Project was explained by Christos Arvanitidis. MARS might connect, and 

the MARS stations can provide the reference sites. 

 

- Marine spatial planning 

Jan Marcin Weslawski showed the importance of marine spatial planning. Marine stations 

can deliver important information that can be used for marine spatial planning. 

 



- Closure of the meeting by Herman Hummel 

In conclusion the following issues came to the foreground. MARS should put more emphasis 

on communication and on stressing the importance of sustained observations. The board 

will have to decide on this and to see how to fund the issues discussed during the meeting. 

MARS will assess further cooperation with EMBRC in the coming Horizon 2020 infrastructure 

call. 

  



Appendix 1. List of participants, MARS-WAMS meeting, Sopot & Hel, Poland; 21-23 October 

2015 

Name Institute Country Email  

Bernie Degnan The University of Queensland Australia b.degnan@uq.edu.au 

Natalia Bojanic Institute of Oceanography and 
Fisheries (IOF) 

Croatia bojanic@izor.hr 

Alf Norkko Tvärminne Zoological Station, 
University of Helsinki 

Finland alf.norkko@helsinki.fi 

Alexander 
Ereskovsky 

Institut Méditerranéen de 
Biodiversité et d’Ecologie marine et 
continentale (IMBE) 

France alexander.ereskovsky@imb
e.fr 

Pascalle Garcia Universite de la Rochelle France pgarciam@univ-lr.fr 

Kerstin Mölter Alfred Wegener Institute, Wadden 
Sea Station Sylt 

Germany kerstin.moelter@awi.de 

Christos 
Arvanitidis 

Hellenic Centre for Marine 
Research, Institute of Marine 
Biology, Biotechnology and 
Aquaculture 

Greece arvanitidis@hcmr.gr 

Anastassios 
Eleftheriou 

Hellenic Centre for Marine 
Research 

Greece telef@hcmr.gr 

Adrianna Ianora Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn Italy ianora@szn.it 

Paolo Magni CNR-IAMC Italy paolo.magni@cnr.it 

Carlotta Mazzoldi Hydrobiological Station Umberto 
D’Ancona, Department of Biology, 
University of Padova 

Italy carlotta.mazzoldi@unipd.it 

Kazuo Inaba Shimoda Marine Research Center, 
University of Tsukuba 

Japan inaba@kurofune.shimoda.t
sukuba.ac.jp 

Anda Ikauniece Latvian Institute of Aquatic Ecology Latvia anda.ikauniece@hei.lv 

Arturas 
Razinkovas-
Baziukas 

Open Access Centre for Marine 
Research, Klaipeda University 

Lithuania arturas.razinkovas-
baziukas@ku.lt 

Christiaan 
Hummel 

European Network of Marine 
Research Institutes and Stations 
(MARS) 

Netherlands christiaan.hummel@nioz.nl 

Herman Hummel Royal Netherlands Institute for Sea 
Research (NIOZ) 

Netherlands herman.hummel@nioz.nl 

Thorolf 
Magnesen 

University of Bergen, Department 
of biology, Marine Biological Station 

Norway thorolf.magnesen@uib.no 

Natalia Gorska Institute of Oceanography, 
University of Gdansk 

Poland oceng@ug.edu.pl 

Iwona Pawliczka Hel Marine Station , University of 
Gdansk 

Poland Iwona.pvp@ug.edu.pl 

Jan Marcin 
Weslawski 

Institute of Oceanology of the 
Polish Academy of Sciences (IO-
PAN) 

Poland weslaw@iopan.gda.pl 



Maciej Wolowicz Institute of Oceanography, 
University of Gdansk 

Poland ocemw@univ.gda.pl 

Maria Alexandra 
Teodosio 

Centro de Ciencias do mar (CCMAR) Portugal mchichar@ualg.pt 

Michael 
Gantsevich 

Moscow State University, Faculty of 
Biology 

Russian 
Federation 

mgantsevich@yahoo.com 

Jose Luis Acuña 
Fernandez 

University of Oviedo Spain acuna@uniovi.es 

Jose Juanes de la 
Pena 

Instituto de Hidráulica Ambiental 
"IH Cantabria" 

Spain juanesj@unican.es 

Jesus Souza 
Troncoso 

ECIMAT –Toralla Marine Science 
Station 

Spain troncoso@uvigo.es 

Matthias Obst Department of Marine Sciences, 
Göteborg University 

Sweden matthias.obst@marine.gu.s
e 

Johan Wikner Umeå Marine Sciences Centre, 
Umeå University 

Sweden johan.wikner@umf.umu.se 

Matt Frost The Marine Biological Association United 
Kingdom 

matfr@mba.ac.uk 

 

  



Appendix 2. Programme of the MARS-WAMS Directors meeting, Sopot & Hel, Poland; 21-23 
October 2015 
 
Wednesday, 21st of October 
Location: Institute of Oceanology (IOPAN), Sopot;  Host: Jan-Marcin Weslawski 
 
09:00 - 10:00 : Registration 
10:00 - 10:30 : Opening and welcome by the MARS president - Herman Hummel (MARS 

President) 
  10:15 - 10:30 : Minutes last meeting, and progress report 
 
10:30 - 13:00 : Plenary session: The science-policy interface: translating marine science into 

political action and vice versa. 
10:30 - 11:15 : EMBOS, the European Marine Biological Observatory System – 

Christos Arvanitidis (HCMR, Crete, Greece) 
11:15 - 11:45 : Changes in the programming of marine sciences in the EC: 

Marine stations under threat? Herman Hummel (NIOZ, Yerseke, 
NL) 

11:45 - 12:15 : The link between fundamental marine sciences and applied 
marine biotechnology – Adrianna Ianora (SZN, Naples, Italy) 

12:15 - 12:45 : The Ocean Past Platform  - Carlotta Mazzoldi (Univ. of Padova, 
Italy 

12:45 - 13:00 : MARS members and finances – Herman Hummel 
 
13:00 - 14:00 : Lunch 
14:00 - 15:30 : Plenary discussion 

Issues to discuss are (amongst others): 
- Long-term observation series 
- The critical mass and representativeness of marine stations to 

influence policy and politics 
 
15:30 - 16:00 : Celebration of the 20th anniversary of MARS 

15:30 -16:00 : The Inception and Early Development of the MARS network – 
Anastassios Eleftheriou (former director of HCMR, co-founder 
MARS) 

 
16:00 - ... : Social programme and conference dinner. 
 
Thursday, 22nd of October 
Location: Hel Marine Station , University of Gdansk, Hel ;  Host: Krzysztof Skóra 
 
11:00 - 13:00 : Plenary session: Marine science: from national to global dimension 

11:00 - 11:45 : The success of Hel Marine Station – an example of global 
dimension? - Iwona Pawliczka (deputy director Hel Marine 
Station, University of Gdansk, Hel, Poland) 

11:45 - 12:15 : The importance of the MSFD at national and European level – 
Herman Hummel 



12:15 - 13:00 : A global marine biological observatory network enabled by 
WAMS – Matthias Obst, Göteborg University, Sweden) 

 
13:00 - 14:00 : Lunch 
14:00 - 16:00 : Plenary discussion 

Issues to discuss are (amongst others): 
- The MSFD, and the Descriptors of Good Environmental Status (GES): a 

European initiative with a global outreach? 
- Valorisation of marine science at national to global scale: a chance or 

challenge for marine stations? 
 
16:00 - ... : Social programme and dinner in Hel 
 
Friday, 23rd of October 
Location: Institute of Oceanology (IOPAN), Sopot;  Host: Jan-Marcin Weslawski 
 
09:00 - 11:00 : Plenary session: Marine science: from national to global dimension 
(continued) 

09:00 - 09:45 : Marine stations: local settlings with an international scientific 
reputation – Matt Frost (MBA, deputy Director) & Mike 
Thorndyke (WAMS chair; Kristineberg, Sweden) 

09:45 - 10:30 : The World Atlas on Marine Stations: Status report – Christiaan 
Hummel (MARS Secretariat, Yerseke, NL) 

10:30 - 11:15 : World Harbour Project - Christos Arvanitidis 
11:15 - 11:30 : Marine spatial planning - Jan Marcin Weslawski  

11:30 - 12:00 : Plenary discussion 
Issues to discuss are (amongst others): 

- Action Plan for advancing activities and research at marine stations 
 
12:00 - 13:00 : Lunch 
13:00 :  Departure 
 


