
 
 
MARS and MarBEF+ Short Reports 
 

- the MARS Directors meeting 
- the MarBEF+ Assembly 
- the ad-hoc MARS Executives meeting 

 

Saturday, 31 October 2009 
Auditorium of the Stazione Zoologica A. Dohrn, Villa Comunale, Naples, Italy 
 
 
The programme and the list of participants of the MARS Directors meeting and the MarBEF+ 
Assembly are given in the appendices. 
 
 

MARS Directors meeting 
 
The meeting was opened by Mike Thorndyke followed by a recap of the Brussels meeting (26 
June 2008) by Herman Hummel. 
 
During the meeting short overviews were presented of the MarCom project (to start on 1 January 
2010), the WAMS proposal (to be worked out beginning 2010 together with UNESCO-IOC), and 
the ESFRI projects EMBRC and LifeWatch. 
 
Further attention was given to the following topics. 
 
MARS Roadmap: Federative links with NoE’s 
 
MARS will strive to be a home for a wider set of interdisciplinary organisations and networks, and 
thereby a neutral party between (potentially competing) disciplines. 
It will be the central lobbying institution for the allied networks. 
The geographic border for MARS will be the wider Europe, i.e. including the neighbouring 
Mediterranean countries. 
 
It was stressed that the annual fees for MARS and its allied networks should be invoiced together  
once. It should be made clear that there are separate and combined fees possible (for those who 
do not wish to be member of some networks versus those who want to be member of several 
networks). To this end, the members can fill in a list with tick-boxes for the networks they want to 
join. 
The fee for MARS will be set at 10 % of the fees of the allied networks.  
 
FP7 call – EuroMarine 
 
In the present FP7 call under topic 2010-2.2.13 support for a durable integration of the FP6 NoE’s 
is offered. This needs a high institutional commitment. 
In the first meetings to compose a proposal by the NoE’s, called EuroMarine, MARS was pushed 
to the side because of objections of the Board of the EurOceans consortium. At the Naples 
meeting a strong majority stressed that the proposal should be restarted with MARS as 
coordinator together with at least MarBEF and MGE. The proposal has to be all (institutes) 
inclusive and not exclusively for the major institutions. The chair is requested to compose a clear 
letter on behalf of the MARS institutes to be sent to all partners in the proposal. With a majority of 
votes the message is given that MARS should take again the lead. 
 

The European Network of  
Marine Institutes and Stations  



EMBC 
 
Next to the existing Erasmus Mundus Masters a proposal is prepared for a Doctoral school. A call 
for a first meeting of those interested in the EMBC Doctoral School, to be held on 23 November in 
Ghent, Belgium, has been sent to all MARS and MarBEF members. 
 
Update of “The biological stations of Europe” 
 
The idea by Francois Schmitt, Wimereux, France, to update the booklet "The biological stations 
of Europe" published in 1910 by Charles Atwood Kofoid was welcomed, and will be supported by 
(at least) Jan Mees, Karen Wiltshire and Carlo Heip.  Another suggestion was to update the 
species lists of the marine stations of a century ago to obtain information on changes in 
reproductive period, abundance etc. over the last century (Nando Boero). 
 
MarBEF data legacy 
 
This was presented by Jan Mees. The MarBEF data system is still growing, even after the end of 
the MarBEF NoE. The maintenance of the data legacy is guaranteed by VLIZ. For the future it will 
be needed to link to new initiatives: capture more data, link to new networks and initiatives (e.g. 
EMODNET) and provide the European contribution to global data systems.   
 
Coastal and Marine Wiki 
 
The Wiki is developed by the ENCORA project in cooperation with EUCC. It is peer reviewed and 
has an editorial board, in contrast to the open Wikipedia. A major section has been supported and 
added by MarBEF partners. 
The question is whether MARS should take over the Wiki. A majority is in favor of MARS adopting 
the Wiki. VLIZ is willing to support this without cost.  How this can be arranged in the future will be 
discussed at a coming Executive Board meeting. A suggestion was to let it be owned by MARS. 
 
EMBRC 
 
This ESFRI project is in the preparatory phase with 12 participating institutes. Involvement of 
other institutes during the preparatory phase is possible. As an ESFRI project when fully 
operational the first criterion for membership is national support. For example, this could be a 
letter of support that confirms marine infrastructures are to be on the national roadmap, or similar 
letter of general support. Regional support may be important through the EU regional structural 
funds. 
 



MarBEF+ Foundation meeting 
 
The Roadmap and Statutes of the MarBEF+ Association were presented by the General 
Coordinator of the MarBEF NoE, Carlo Heip. 
 
The name of the Association as indicated in the Statutes is shortly discussed. 
In a vote it is decided with clear majority to use “Institute” and not to use “Virtual institute” (0 
votes), “Distributed institute” (0 votes), Federation (6 votes), nor Association (3 votes).  
 
The Statutes are accepted by the participants (only 1 Abstention). 
 
The candidates indicated for the positions of the Board are unanimously accepted. 
Condition for membership of the Board is however full membership of MarBEF+. Three 
candidates for a position in the Board have indicated that their institute may probably not become 
full member of MarBEF+, and therefore they would be unable to take up the position. A number of 
members of the Board must resign after 2 years. Carlo Heip offers to be one of those resigning 
after 2 years. 
It is suggested that the Executive Secretary cannot be a member of the Board. Moreover, a 
treasurer should be included in the Board. The notary will be requested to look into these details. 
The Statutes will have to be adapted for the suggested changes if needed. 
 
The level of the annual fees are unanimously accepted. 
It is discussed that the number of Fte counting for the level of the fee is determined by all 
permanent and temporary personnel at the department involved in marine sciences, yet MSc and 
PhD students are excluded. The fees are: 

- 500 € for institutes with less than 25 personnel 
- 2000 € for institutes with 25 to 75 personnel 
- 4000 € for institutes with more than 75 personnel 

 



MARS Executives meeting 
Saturday, 31 October 2009 
Auditorium of the Stazione Zoologica A. Dohrn, Villa Comunale, Naples, Italy 
 
 
This ad-hoc meeting was organized subsequently after the MARS members and MarBEF+ 
Assembly meetings on Saturday afternoon. 
 
Participants: Nando Boero, Fred Buchholz, Carlo Heip, Herman Hummel (minutes), Adriana 
Ianora, Mike Thorndyke (chair), Alenka Malej, Isabel Sousa-Pinto, Ricardo Santos, Maciej 
Wolowicz. 
 
Opening address and welcome by the President Mike Thorndyke. 
 
The discussions and decisions made during the MARS members and the MarBEF+ Assembly 
meeting were acknowledged with enthusiasm, and the position of MarBEF+ under the MARS 
umbrella is unanimously approved. 
 
The fee structure still should be worked out in more detail. A difficulty arises in case a MarBEF+ 
member institute does not want to be member of MARS, since then MARS will not receive 10 % 
of its annual MarBEF+ fee, whereas all services (as newsletter and lobbying) still will be provided. 
This might mean that MARS will receive even less fees then before. A proper and fair distribution 
of fees should be negotiated again at a following Assembly meeting (action: all MARS 
executives at next MarBEF+ Assembly). 
 
It is suggested that MARS and MarBEF+ will share joint a secretariat. The question arises how 
then to schedule the time and budget needed among the partner organisations. The idea should 
be proposed to the MarBEF+ members (action: MT)  
 
The links and position of the European Marine Biology Symposium (EMBS) series and of the 
Estuarine and Coastal Science Association (ECSA) were shortly discussed. The executives 
meeting is in favor of further cooperation. The MARS President and Executive Secretary will work 
out on short term the further cooperation with the Presidents/chairs of the EMBS and ECSA. To 
this end, Mike Thorndyke will arrange a meeting with Chris Frid (EMBS) and Mike Elliot (Action: 
MT). The mutual benefits and eventual formal links at Board level will have to be highlighted. 
 
Contacts with other organisations as LaguNet are welcomed. Yet, depending on their size (a 
minimal size should be exceeded) and only when they encompass a multinational membership, 
such organisation can have a link at Board level. In case the membership of an organisation does 
not surpass the national level, the members could join MARS individually. 
 
For all the above mentioned organisations, and their members, a question remains how they are 
going to pay a membership fee to MARS. This should be subject of discussion with those 
organisations (action: MT). 
  
 



Appendix 1:  
Programme of the MARS Directors meeting and MarBEF+ Assembly 
Saturday, 31 October 2009 
Auditorium of the Stazione Zoologica A. Dohrn, Villa Comunale, Naples, Italy 
 
 
MARS Directors meeting - 09:00-12:30 
 
09:00 : Opening by the President of MARS : Mike Thorndyke 
09:05 : An overview of the recent actions - introduction : Mike Thorndyke 
09:15 : MARS as an umbrella organisation? (update of Brussels June 2008) : Herman Hummel 
09:30 : MARS Roadmap: Mike Thorndyke 
10:00 : FP7 Call for uniting Marine NoEs – EuroMarine : Mike Thorndyke 
 
10:30 : Coffee break 
 
11:00 : MarCom - The Marine Community : Mike Thorndyke 
11:15 : Data-legacy of the networks (Accessible? But how, on what conditions? Links with 

EModNet and/or LifeWatch?) : Jan Mees 
11.30 : The Coastal and Marine WIKI : Jan Mees 
11.45 : Any other business : Mike Thorndyke et. al.  
 - EMBRC 

- EMBC 
- LifeWatch 
- Position paper 
- UNESCO – IOC – MARS : the WAMS initiative 
- Update of "The biological stations of Europe" published in 1910 by Charles Atwood 
Kofoid (after an idea by Francois Schmitt, Wimereux) 

 
12:30 : Lunch  
 
MarBEF+ Foundation meeting - 13:30-15:00  
 
13:30 : Discussion and adoption of the Statutes : Carlo Heip  
14:15 : Roadmap for the near future of MarBEF+ : Carlo Heip  
15:00 : Foundation of the MarBEF+ Association  
 
15:15 : Closing address by Mike Thorndyke and Carlo Heip  
 
15:30 : Reception  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 2. 
Participants MARS Directors meeting and MarBEF+ Assembly 
Saturday, 31 October 2009, Naples, Italy 
 

First name Last name Station / Institute Location Country 

Abrahamsson Katarina Sven Loven Center for 
Marine Sciences; University 
of Gotheburg 

Gotheburg Sweden 

Adao Helena Evora University Evora Portugal 

Airoldi Laura Laboratory of Experimental 
Ecology and Laboratory 
Marine Biodiversity & 
Biotechnology 

Ravenna Italy 

Alfonso Pedro University of Azores Horta Portugal 

Arvanitidis Christos Hellenic Center for Marine 
Research 

Heraklion Greece 

Atkinson Robert James  University of London; Marine 
Biological Station Millport 

Millport, Isle of  Scotland, UK 

Bachelet Guy CNRS & University of 
Bordeaux 1; Marine station  
of Arcachon 

Arcachon France 

Benedetti-Cecchi  Lisandro Dipartimento di Biologia, 
University of Pisa 

Pisa Italy 

Billet David National Oceanography 
Centre Southampton 

Southampton  UK 

Boero Ferdinando Università del Salento - 
CoNISMa 

Lecce Italy 

Boxshall Geoff Natural History Museum  London UK 

Buchholz Friedrich Alfred Wegener Institute for 
Polar and Marine research 

Helgoland Germany 

Burkill Peter Sahfos Plymouth UK 

Davoult Dominique UPMC Univ. Paris – 
ROSCOFF, Station 
Biologique 

Roscoff France 

Feral Jean-Pierre CNRS Station Marine Marseille France 

Fisher Philipp Biologische Anstalt 
Helgoland 

Helgoland Germany 

Gantsevich Mikhail Moscow State University, 
Faculty of Biology 

Moscow Russia 

Grémare Antoine Station Marine dArcachon  Arcachon France 

Hawkins Steve School of Ocean Sciences, 
Merci Bridge 

Bangor UK 

Heip Carlo NIOO-CEME & NIOZ Yerseke / Texel The Netherlands 

Hemandez Francisco Flanders Marine Data Center 
(VLIZ) 

Ostende Belgium 

Hummel Herman NIOO-CEME Yerseke The Netherlands 

Jones Ken Scottish Association for 
Marine Science, 
Dunstaffnage Marine 
Laboratory 

Oban UK 

Kedra Monika Institute of Oceanology, PAS Sopot Poland 

Kooistra Wiebe SZN Napoli Italy 

Magni Paolo CNR-AIMC Oristano Italy 

Malej Alenka Marine Biology Station, 
National Institute of Biology 

Piran Slovenia 

Mees Jan Vlaams Institut voor de Zee 
(VLIZ) 

Oostende Belgium 

Olsen Jeanine Dept. Marine Benthic 
Ecology & Evolution, CEES, 

Haren The Netherlands 



University of Groningen 

Parr Jon Marine Biological Association Plymouth UK 

Pusceddu Antonio Dept. of marine Scinces, 
Universitá Politecnica delle 
Marche 

Ancona Italy 

Rumohr Heye JFM Geomar Kiel Germany 

Santos Ricardo University of Azones Horta Portugal 

Sigwart Julia Queens University Belfast, 
Marine Laboratory 

Portaferry United Kingdom 

Sousa Pinto Isabel Centre for Marine and 
Environmental 
Research,University of Porto 

Porto  Portugal 

Stam Wytze Dept. Marine Benthic 
Ecology & Evolution, CEES, 
University of Groningen 

Haren The Netherlands 

Thorndyke Michael Sven Loven Center for 
Marine Sciences, Royal 
Swedish Academy for Marine 
Sciences 

Kristineberg Sweden 

Wiltshire Karen Biologische Anstalt 
Helgoland 

Helgoland Germany 

Wolowicz Maciej Institute of Oceanography Gdynia Poland 

 

 


